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The Milford Fair 2012
The banner pictured below says it all. On a sunny Saturday, residents and visitors to South Marysburgh gathered to celebrate
what it means to be part of this great community. Members of the Prince Edward County Library and Archives whooped it up in
the parade, dispelling any consideration of librarians as ‘dowdy’; wool spinners demonstrated the social nature and intricacies
of their craft; and Doug Parker cradled and provided gentle motivation to what he hoped would be a prize‐winning butternut
squash in the vegetable competition area. (See ‘Milford Fair by the Numbers’ on page 6)
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Pat’s Playhouse
(Formerly Pat’s Jams)

Hand Knit Scarves, Mitts, Socks,
Hats & Toys, Receiving Blankets,
Baby & Lap Quilts
Books, Mailboxes & Plants
Please stop by my booth at the Hospital Auxiliary Craft Sale at Books and Company
on October 6th.

The South Marysburgh
Recreation Committee, including
the Marysburgh Mummers and
the Milford Fair
Upcoming Meetings & Events
Wii Bowling
Back by popular demand! 2:00 p.m. ‐ 4:00 p.m. every
Thursday until November 29th at the Milford Town Hall

Recreation Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 4th at 7:30 p.m.
at the Milford Town Hall

Pat York, Morrison Point Road, 613.476.6929

Black River
Tree Service
Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping
Stump Grinding
Cabling & Bracing
Tree Trimming & Removal
Glenn Guernsey

Milford Market
Final day for the 2012 season on October 8th!
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at The Shed at the Milford Fairgrounds

Fair Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 10th at 7:00 p.m.
at Milford Town Hall

‘Oliver’ The Musical
October 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 at 7:30 p.m.
October 21 and 28 at 2:00 p.m.
at the Mt. Tabor Playhouse

Boat or Car Storage
There are a few spaces available in the Shed at the
Fairgrounds, Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend. Call Joel
Walker 613 476‐4700.All proceeds to the South
Marysburgh Recreation Committee

Bed & Breakfast/Guesthouse

613.476.3757

Open Year Round

Fully Insured
Over 15 years experience

613.476.6041 or 613.471.0429

965 County Road 13
Milford, Ontario K0K 2P0

www.swingategardens.com
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Walk On...

What to do in your garden this month.
•
•
•
•
•

Trees and shrubs can still be planted; water them well and
mulch with leaves;
Mulch perennials with extra leaves or gardening top soil;
Remove all weeds before mulching for easier gardening in
the spring;
Adding compost to your flower or vegetable beds im‐
proves the soil for the spring;
Stock up and enjoy your gardening catalogues and maga‐
zines this winter.

Thanks for your continued support.
See you in the spring!

The "Walking Route" map of South Marysburgh has
been erected next to Hicks’ Store. This is a project
of the South Marysburgh Recreation Committee.
Mendy Berkson (left) painted the map, and Tom Ev‐
ans built the frame and notice board. Don and
Heather Ross suggested the routes along with the
distances, some of which are more conducive to cy‐
cling than walking.

The Mirror’s email address has changed to:

themirror@kos.net
Visit the Mirror’s swish new website at:

www.southmarysburghmirror.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
By Christine Renaud

First, thank you to the entire community for
supporting the library at the wonderful Milford Fair
last month! What a fun day, and the library raised
over $500 at the fair by holding a Library Bingo, run‐
ning the dunk tank, and selling used books and our
new t‐shirts. The shirts are still available by the way,
in small to extra large sizes, for only $12 with all pro‐
ceeds to the library. Drop in to any branch to get
yours and help tell everyone that you support the
County’s public library.
This month at your Ann Farwell branch, we
offer a few new programs and events in addition to
the ongoing Intermediate French Group that meets
every Tuesday from 2:00 to 4:00pm and our two
monthly book clubs.
Starting Thursday, October 11th, and running
each Thursday for 6 weeks (to November 15th),
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., parents, caregivers,
and grandparents are invited to join us for the new
Milford Baby Group. This is a relaxed social group
where you can meet others with little ones, enjoy
coffee or tea, and check out new parenting books
and board books. For more information, please con‐
tact Liz at youth@peclibrary.org or call 613‐475‐
5962 ext. 30.
On Thursday, October 18th starting at 5:30
p.m. to 8:00 p.m, come to the Milford Town Hall as
the library offers Soup Night & Lantern Making.
Come with the family for hot soup and learn how to
make beautiful lanterns with artist and puppeteer
Krista Dalby. Hot soup, bread and dessert, plus all
materials to make the lanterns will be supplied. A
donation of $5 per person or $10 per family in sup‐
port of the library (to offset costs) and Puppets
Without Borders, would be appreciated. Puppet
without Borders is a volunteer expedition to Ghana
that brings puppetry and art supplies to children.
Please call to reserve a space so that we can have
enough soup and lantern making supplies for every‐
one. E‐mail: crenaud@peclibrary.org or call the
branch and leave a message at 613‐476‐4130 or
drop in to the library.
One week later, on October 25th between
2:00 and 4:00 pm, drop in for Milford Knitting Club.

Work on your knitting, crochet or needlework pro‐
ject and chat with neighbours. Beginners welcome
to learn from experienced knitters. This is a monthly
drop‐in group that meets the last Thursday of each
month.
On Saturday, October 27th, families are in‐
vited to bring children of all ages to the library for a
Halloween party from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Come in cos‐
tume, play games and make some spooky crafts!
Another special event for the library is hap‐
pening upstairs at Books & Company in Picton as the
library presents DiscARTed. DiscARTed is a fundrais‐
ing art show presented in partnership between The
County of Prince Edward Public Library & Archives
and the Prince Edward County Authors Festival.
There is no cost to participate and the items will be
available for sale with 50% of the profits for the art‐
ist and the other 50% shared equally between the
library and the Authors Festival. Completed pieces
must be delivered upstairs to the bookstore on Oc‐
tober 7th or 8th, 2012. For inspiration, we suggest
visiting images online by searching “repurposed
books into art”. The DiscARTed Show & Sale will be
held upstairs at Books & Company from October
11th and October 20th. For more info or to enter a
piece, contact Christine at 613‐476‐5962 or e‐mail:
crenaud@peclibrary.org
Another event of note is the second annual
Library Zombie Walk set for Tuesday, October 23rd,
starting at 6 p.m. at the Picton branch. For more
details, contact Christine as above.
Lastly, do you know that you can receive
regular notice through e‐mail of new books as they
are added? A new books & DVD list is issued almost
weekly and you can reserve them online too, or by
calling the branch. To receive the list, simply go
online to the library website at www.peclibrary.org
and click on New Books & DVDs under the New &
Happening column or call us at 613‐476‐5962 or
613‐476‐4130 to be added to the recipients’ list.
We welcome your ideas and comments re‐
garding the library at any time, so please feel free to
contact us.

Library Hours
Tuesday from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.
Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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lower blood cholesterol, and must be very good for
your innards in other ways too.
No wonder Oliver wanted some more.
Dinner service begins at 5:30 in order for pa‐
trons to get to Mt. Tabor in time for the show.

Personal Notices, Announcements
& Random Notes
The Bev Walker & Des Marcille Short Story Contest
Many, many thanks to all the contributors to
the Mirror’s first annual short story contest. The
winner of the Des Marcille prize for a short story
written by a youth was Brianna Logan. The winner
of the Bev Walker prize for an adult short story was
David Hall.
All the entries were read by a 4‐person jury
that voted 75% in favour of these two stories.
The stories have been posted on The Mir‐
ror’s website and have been distributed to the
Prince Edward County Library. You can read one of
the entries in this month’s Mirror with the other
one to follow next month.
Thank You!
I would like to take this opportunity to say a
huge “Thank You” to everyone who volunteered
and/or gave pies, sandwiches, muffins etc., to the
food booth at Milford Fair.
We had a very successful day and thanks to
your generosity, nobody went home hungry.
Everyone involved deserves a pat on the
back for all the hard work and time spent making
this event such a success. Thank you again!

Do Noel Laine’s Skills Know No Bounds?
As pictured in the August Mirror, Noel Laine
was one point shy of a perfect game in Wii bowling
on July 19th, with his closest competitor a distant
115 points behind him.
Then, on September 15th, his photograph of
the Cliffs of Moher on Ireland’s west coast won him
the Best of Show award at the photography exhibit
at the Milford Fair.
Regrettably a black and white publication
cannot do the photograph justice, just as a photo‐
graph can’t do justice to these spectacular cliffs. All
the same, below is Noel’s winning entry. Congratu‐
lations!
(A colour version of this image will be posted
on The Mirror’s website along with some other win‐
ning entries in the photography competition at the
fair.)

Sandy Blackford.
Gruel? Cool!
Milford Bistro owner Chris Pengelly is always
coming up with novel ideas to not only promote his
restaurant but also to involve the community and
contribute to its well‐being. Whether it be the Bis‐
tro Golf tournament, culinary theme nights or dis‐
counts on menu items with portions of the pro‐
ceeds donated to worthy causes, there’s always
something interesting going on at the Bistro.
This month’s promotion involves serving
Gruel as part of his ‘Oliver!’ dinners prior to the
Mummers’ performances on Fridays and Saturdays.
What’s Gruel you ask? As near as I can figure
it’s a type of oatmeal dish and, as such, would help

Donations Required
The Mummers/Mt. Tabor are in need of a
‘new‐to‐them’ microwave oven if anyone has one
they’d like to donate. They also require the loan of a
heavy‐duty steam rug cleaner to use on their car‐
pets.
If you can help, please call Monica at
613.476.8045.
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The Milford Fair by the Numbers
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3

The number of men required to erect
a sign in the Shed before the fair.

1

The number of women and brooms needed
to get the power working in the food booth.

For the cost of a ‘twonnie’, the number of chances to support the library at the dunk tank and to
show part‐time postal worker, Erin Johnston, just how you feel about Canada Post.
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Grow Your Own
By Sarah Moran and Nancy Butler

At last the day of the Milford Fair arrived.
There was a vivid rainbow ‐ in fact a vivid double
rainbow ‐ to be seen from either end of the Shed at
the fairgrounds on the Friday night as we prepped
the tables for vegetable and fruit exhibits. That
spectacular rainbow was the promise of the glorious
day that greeted us on Saturday. It’s so special to
see the happy anticipation as people arrive. We all,
from the very old to the very young, get to be a part
of the celebration of what is good all around us.
A big thank you to everyone who scrubbed
off their carrots and potatoes, shined up their ap‐
ples, burnished their tomatoes and splayed, or dis‐
played, their leeks.
In the rush of early Saturday morning, the
excitement was mounting. There were wives in‐
structing their husbands to trim and adjust the gar‐
lic; no cosmetic surgeon could have done a more
perfect job. There were first time entrants who won
with their shallots. There were much anticipated,
return exhibitors with spectacular opalca tomatoes.
Some of the younger growers, we noted, are be‐
coming serious contenders to the old timers. Last,
but not least, a big thank you to the gardener who,
for the second year in a row, realized that she could
go home for more to exhibit, and she did, indeed,
come back with more!
It has been a challenging year for sure. Our
judge was bemoaning the season that brought
South Marysburgh so low in quantity of tomatoes,
since we are known for our prowess in that cate‐
gory. But he certainly cheered up at the many prime
examples of butternut squash and garlic. These
were clearly the hot categories of this year and he
was hard‐pressed to choose between some wonder‐
ful specimens.
All your efforts and hard work and care were
much admired that day. What would there be to
see, if you didn’t bring your pride and joy along to
the fair? You all created a beautiful show.

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Todd Smith, MPP
Prince Edward ‐ Hastings
Unit #3 ‐ 81 Millennium Parkway
P.O. Box 575
Belleville, Ontario K8N 5B2
Telephone: 613.962.1144
Toll Free: 877.536.6248
Fax: 613.969.6381
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Bring Back the
Savoury Pie!
By David Larkin

Meat pies were always popular in our family.
My mother made a great Steak and Kidney Pie, usu‐
ally for company, which I have spent years trying to
emulate. As a youngster, during the holidays, my
task of a Thursday morning was to cycle the three
miles into Eastbourne to buy a Telfer's Meat Pie for
lunch ‐ Thursday was the day they were delivered to
the butchers by the railway station. Recently, in a
moment of folly, I inquired about entering a Steak
and Kidney pie in the Picton Fair. That was a mis‐
take; I was told in no uncertain terms that the only
sort of pie that would be acceptable was a fruit pie
and I was left to infer that a meat pie was either
treasonous or blasphemous and probably both.
But meat pies are very popular ‐ the Waring
House serves a truly excellent 'Cow Pie' in their pub,
and pies are still found in the stores. But they aren't
made at home as much as they used to be. Except in
French Canada where many varieties of Tourtiere
exist, and the Acadian Meat Pie is still found in the
Acadian Maritimes. It is something I like to order
when we visit Cheticamp in Cape Breton. And then
there is Rapé Pie for special occasions. Here, If
someone brings a steak pie to a Pot Luck Supper at
St Philip's, there is never a morsel left over.
I could give you a recipé for Steak and Kid‐
ney Pie, but I’m going to give you something differ‐
ent, also very tasty. Mutton Pie a la Reform. Alexis
Soyer, in the early 1800s, was probably the world's
first celebrity chef, and he came up with this while
he was chef at the Reform Club. It uses lamb chops,
which are very tender, so it is best eaten right after
cooking, as the lamb is easily over‐cooked by re‐
heating.
Mutton Pie a la Reform
200 gms (8 oz) shortcrust or rough puff pastry.
Lamb chops, 1 per person
50 gm (2 oz) ham, chopped
150 ml of stock, thickened with flour and butter
4 Tbspns. red wine
4 Tbspns. red currant jelly
50 gms. (2 oz) mushrooms, chopped
pinch each of thyme and nutmeg

A rare opportunity to own South
Marysburgh’s best convenience
store! For confidential information,
please call William Rorabeck

613.848.0823

Lightly brown the chops on each side in a
little butter. Lay them in a deep pie dish. Sprinkle
with the ham and mushrooms. Season with salt and
pepper, nutmeg and thyme. Make the stock hot and
thicken. Add wine and jelly and pour over the meat.
Add the stock. Roll out the pastry and cover the pie
dish. Glaze with a beaten egg. Bake at 425°F for 10
minutes, then 350‐360°F for a further 35 minutes.
Serve with mashed potatoes and peas. Spice up the
peas with a little sugar and mint. Enjoy.
My wife has taken to roosting on my new
Mac computer, probably in an effort to prevent me
ordering any new cookbooks. However there are
two which I bought recently from eBay that have
great pie recipés:
•
•

The Pastry Book, Rosemary Wadey
The Hairy Bikers' Perfect Pies, Si King and Dave
Myers.

If you don't patronize eBay, Books and Co.
would surely find these books for you, or there is
always our excellent Public Library system

Copy & Advertising
Deadline for the
November Issue of
the Mirror is

October 26th
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Druella Acantha Malvina’s Column
Gem for the month: Biscuits and sermons are improved by shortening

More Paraprodokians
1. I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not so sure.
2. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call
whatever you hit the target.
3. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
4. Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any‐
more than standing in a garage makes you a mechanic.
5. Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery
easier to live with.
6. Where there’s a will, there are relatives.
7. I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting
harder and harder for me to find any now.

As found on a tombstone in England
Remember man, as you walk by
As you are now, so once was I
As I am now, so shall you be
Remember this and follow me.
As someone had written underneath:
To follow you, I’ll not consent
Until I know which way you went.

A woman applying for a job in a lemon grove
seemed too qualified for the job. “Look Miss,” said the
foreman, “have you any actual experience in picking
lemons?”
“Well, as a matter of fact, I do!” she replied.
“I’ve been divorced three times.”

A tough looking man came to our garden gate
the other day, and when he thought nobody was look‐
ing , he took it. Well I thought it best not to say anything
else he might take a fence.

Two cows are standing together in a field. Daisy
says to Dolly, “I was artificially inseminated this morn‐
ing.”
“I don’t believe you,” says Dolly.
“It’s true; no bull, exclaims Daisy.

Quick Thinking
A man goes into a bar with his dog and asks
for a drink. The bartender says, “You can’t bring that
dog in here!” The guy, without missing a beat says,
“This is my seeing‐eye dog.”
“Oh, man,” says the bartender, “I’m sorry.
Here, the first one’s on me.” The man takes his drink
to a table near the door.
Another guy walks into the bar with a Chi‐
huahua. The first guy stops him and warns, “You
can’t bring that dog in here unless you tell him it’s a
seeing eye dog.”
The second man thanks him for the advice
but goes up to the bar and asks for a drink. The bar‐
tender says, “Hey, you can’t bring that dog in here!”
The second man says, “This is my seeing eye
dog.”
The bartender says, “I don’t think so. They
don’t have Chihuahuas as seeing eye dogs.”
The man pauses for a second and replies,
“What? They gave me a Chihuahua?”

Exit line: You cannot unsay a cruel word.
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Keep Your Shirt On!
By George Underhill

A few years ago, the newspaper published a
photo of three of us picking up garbage on highway
49 during trash bash. The thing is, our bellies were
sticking out like we were three pregnant walruses. If
we had been thinking, we all would have sucked in
our breath and held it until the picture was taken.
But we didn't think, which has long been a personal
problem of mine.
What made me think of this was a recent
picture in the newspaper showing a guy pointing at
some graffiti on his garage. He was shirtless. Like
me, he wasn't thinking either, because your eye was
inexorably drawn, not to the graffiti, but to the dis‐
play of sagging flesh. I don't mean to disparage the
guy because most men carry a significant Molson’s
muscle around with them. The point is that it is not
very attractive and we should do the best we can to
hide it, no matter what your age.
My dad was not fat, slim even, but he did
have a round belly like most of us, and he was wont
to spend the summer without a shirt. When he was
seated, which was a lot of the time, the flesh on his
belly would wrinkle, so as the summer wore on he
sported zebra like horizontal stripes on his stomach
where the sun didn't tan him. It wasn't so much re‐
pellant as really weird looking.
Except for rare instances, shirtless women
are also frowned upon. This is probably a good thing
as women ‐ except for the young and nubile ‐ have
the equivalent of a pot belly only higher up. I can’t
profess to be knowledgeable on this, having seen
very few shirtless women, but I feel pretty confident
in my uninformed opinion. Women are smart
enough not to bare all unless it is dark or they are
confident that no one is assessing them.
But back to men. Once the shirt is off and
the belly bared, body hair becomes the next thing to
watch (or not to watch depending on your point of
view). I am biased on this because I am not blessed
with a hairy chest or back. Because of this, I would
argue that the lack of body hair is a sign of a fully
evolved male, several generational steps above the
chimpanzee. I probably would not feel this way had
I a healthy and furry pelt, but there you have it. I
don’t, so that’s my view.

Finally, there are men who wear baggy
shorts, and sit in a totally relaxed way such that you
can see up the leg of the shorts, viewing that which
should not be viewed. This is the acme of clothing
errors. In fact, it is sufficiently repellant that I will
not even discuss it.
We must understand that we are not Olym‐
pic athletes, though we might wish differently.
Watching the Olympics we see one human being
after another with taut muscular stomachs. There is
no trace of flab. In fact, there is no trace of excess
fat anywhere on the body. Remember, though, that
these people have spent several years sculpting
themselves into perfect physical specimens. They
are not like us whose exercise regimen is limited to
rolling into a new position on the couch. Thus we
develop unusual clumps of fat in unusual places.
The good thing about this is that summer is
over. No one in their right mind will walk about out‐
doors with their shirt off in cold and inclement
weather, so we won’t be disgusted until next sum‐
mer.
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Milford Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle ladies met at the home
of Barb Balsillie on Thursday, September 6th at 1:30
p.m.
President Marg Crouse opened with this ad‐
vice: Whenever you are asked to do a job, tell them
‘certainly I can.’ Then get busy and find out how to
do it.
Barb’s Thought for the Day went something
like this. The Vicar had a rug at the back of the
church for old Henry's dog who never missed the
services. The dog passed on and was buried in a cor‐
ner of the churchyard.. The vicar figured he’d no
longer see Henry at church. But since someone had
put a wooden cross up for the dog Henry still goes
to church. So you see, little things do mean a lot.
Secretary Marge's June minutes were ac‐
cepted as read. Eight members answered roll call by
saying something nice about the person on their
left. There were some lovely remarks made about
our members but we weren’t left much choice.
Mary Creasy sent a sympathy card and a
‘thinking of you’ to members of our community.
Our finances are fairly healthy and we had
no bills to pay.
We received a thank you from the Salvation
Army for the food we donated.
Marg closed the meeting with an anecdote
entitled “The Clock of Life.”
Maureen thanked Barb for the most deli‐
cious lunch she served.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, October 4th: Milford friendship Circle
will meet at the home of Alice Miller at 1:30 p.m.
Thought for the day‐Alice; Roll call‐Alice (surprise);
Program‐each member is to bake something worth
$5.00 or bring an item worth that amount to raise
money for our coffers.

Wednesday, October 10th: South Bay U.C.W.
Speaking Up for Wildlife Rights &
Protecting Habitat and Fly Zones
Their rights, our responsibility
Please visit us at www.pointtopointpec.ca
or telephone Richard Copple at 613-476-8074
for more information

will meet at the church hall for a pot luck lunch at
12 noon. Meeting will start at 1:30 p.m. Devotional‐
Maureen; Roll call‐wear orange; Program‐Karen
Guernsey; Objective‐Non perishable items for the
food bank.

12
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South Bay
U.C.W.
Would you like to help maintain the
quality of health care for Prince
Edward County?
Would you like to help provide assistance
and support to the medical
community?

Volunteer Recruitment
Open House
Date:
Time:
Location:

Thursday, October 11, 2012
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The Board Room
Prince Edward Memorial
Hospital, Picton

The Prince Edward Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary is pleased to extend an
invitation to anyone interested in
joining the Auxiliary as a volunteer.
Our volunteers are involved with
hospital, community, and fundraising
programs. At present we need help at
the Coffee Shop, the Second-TimeAround Shop, the Festival of Trees, with
Coffee-Cart services, and some inhospital services. We are also looking for
anyone with leadership abilities.
Representatives from the various
committees will be on hand to discuss
different volunteer opportunities, and to
answer any questions you may have.
We look forward to seeing you
on October 11th.
Refreshments will be served.

U.C.W. met at South Bay United Church hall on
Wednesday, September 12th at 1:30 p.m.
President Sandra Emlaw opened with a short
reading. An eighty‐three‐year‐old lady wrote her
friend to tell her she had changed the way she lived.
Life may not always be the party we hoped for so
while we’re here we might as well dance.
We recited our purpose , theme hymn and our
Lord’s Prayer.
Irene Robb's devotion was based on Luke 10,
verses 38 to 41 concerning the sisters Mary and Mar‐
tha. We were asked the question, Whose daughter are
you?
Ten members answered roll call with a sum‐
mer story. Some took trips; one entered a spinning
and knitting contest in Kingston; one catered a wed‐
ding and one celebrated fifty years of wedded bliss.
Forty‐four sick calls were made.
The June minutes were read and passed.
Thank you cards were received from Hospice
Prince Edward for a coffee party donation, and from
Brenda Minaker and family.
Our unit is to furnish five dozen muffins for the
fall rally at Consecon on Wednesday, October 3rd.
Our unit prepared food for twenty‐five people
on Saturday, September 29th at 5:30.
We are also preparing food for George and
Sandra Emlaw’s 50th anniversary on Sunday, October
14th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Our unit is donating $50.00 to the Terry Fox
Run.
The treasurer’s report met with the approval
of the ladies.
The stewards are having a chicken and biscuit
supper on Wednesday, October 17th and the ladies of
the church are requested to bring items for a bake sale
at this time.
Our U.C.W. was approached about making
aprons for the hospital auxiliary. After some discussion
it was moved to decline this request.
The rest of our program for the year was com‐
pleted. Our meeting was closed with our U.C.W.
prayer. Karen Guernsey and Carol Branscombe
tempted us with a delicious lunch and were thanked
by Carolyn Barnes.
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A Mystery on
Waupoos Island, Part 2
By William G. (Bill) Cowan U.E.

The earliest Land Register in the County Ar‐
chives reveals the following entries:
Crown Grants:
Lot 2: 132 2 acres to George Wright (West Part) February 3,
1860
Alex Shannon (East Part) February 21, 1860
Lot 3 & 4: 141 2 acres to Patrick Kearny
Lot 5: Crown Grant to William Wattam Feb. 3, 1860
Lot 6: Crown Grant to William Wattam, Feb. 26, 1861
Lot 7: Crown Grant to William Wattam, Dec. 10, 1861
Lot 8: Crown Grant to Henry Grooms 1858
Lot 9: Crown Grant to David McCauley Sept. 9, 1864
Lot 10: Crown Grant to John Westcott 1858

Sometime in the late 1700s, a fur trader
named Joseph Montenay, built a very substantial
stone building with walls like a fortress, in some
places three feet thick. It may well have been
meant more as a secure storage place for valuable
furs than as a dwelling.
Maude Benson a highly respected author
and regular contributor to the Picton Gazette in the
late 1800s brings in the Shannon connection in the
following article:
“A Mr. Shannon was nine weeks and two
days crossing the ocean. On reaching Prince Edward
County he first went to live with Mr. Henry McDon‐
nell who resided on the boundary of the two Marys‐
burghs. In 1820 Mr. Shannon took up his residence
on the island, purchasing the estate owned by Mr.
Mountenay, and on this farm his son Joseph resides
at the present time. It must be mentioned that on
this old homestead is still standing an ancient log
house, the only one left on the island.” (Note that
this article was written in the early 1900s).
Benson did not mention the stone building in
her article, however it must have existed. My good
friend George Bellwood who was born on the island
in 1922 and worked as a lad for the Shannon family,
stayed at the stone house as did his friend the late
Gerry Helferty. Helferty was also engaged as a farm
hand by the Shannons. George explains that the old
log house foundation was a good distance further
west of the stone house.

A visit to the County Archives revealed an
early entry(memorial) in the land registry book stat‐
ing that on April 14, 1848 Joseph Montenay regis‐
tered a mortgage against the property of E.
Spencer and J. Montenay‐ 100 acres worth $250 at
the SW end of the Island. What makes this interest‐
ing is that there was no mention of a lot number as
Benson had not surveyed the lots until 1856, making
this an unregistered and vaguely defined property.
Note another spelling of the name, dropping the ‘u’.
It can be surmised that the J. Montenay mentioned
as the mortgagee was the son of the mortgagor. E.
Spencer being a partner or common law spouse.
Further research indicates that the Waupoos
Island Montenays were most likely descended from
Jean Mousnier de la Montagne(1595‐1670) who
originally came from Saintonge on the coast of
France. Samuel de Champlain was also from that
area and it is said that a ‘Count Montagne’ was a
follower of Champlain. Montagne married Rachel
de Forest in 1609 and both of their names appear
on the passenger list of the ‘Resellaerwyck’ that
sailed in 1636 to New Netherland (New York). He
was appointed Vice Director of the entire colony in
1656 and was responsible for all the Dutch and Hu‐
guenot settlements along the Hudson Valley. Jo‐
seph Monteney, who traded furs on Waupoos Is‐
land is in all likelihood a direct descendent. Joseph
Monteney married Margaret Frank August 15, 1785
in Schenectedy N.Y. They had five children: John
(1785), Joseph (1788), Albert (1789), Mary (1795)
and Elizabeth (1797). Note that all the children
were born in and around Utica New York. The first
census of the United States in 1790 confirms this.
The
name ‘Montagne’ gradually changed to
‘Monteney’ over time. Other spellings include
‘Montenay’ & ‘Mounteney’.

Continued Next Month
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Mums & fall planters
available
Buy your fall bulbs to plant
now for early spring
blooms

Open from 9 to 5 Monday to Sunday
613.476.1118

1955 County Road 17

SPONSORED BY THE PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY,
WITH ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO SUPPORT HEALTHCARE NEEDS IN OUR COMMUNITY.

Ye Olde Milford Bistro & Gallery
cordially invites you to join us for
our ‘Oliver’ dinners to celebrate
the South Marysburgh Mummers
latest production.
Friday, October 19th & 26th
Saturday, October 20th & 27th
at 5:30 p.m.
Gruel with Biscuits
• Beets and Chevre Salad
• Roast of Beef, Herbed Mashed
Potatoes and Buttered Carrots
or
• Pan Seared Fillets of Perch
served over Orzo with Multi
Colored Peppers
or
• Buckwheat Crepes Stuffed with
Black River Cheese and
Caramelized Onions
• English Trifle
• Coffee or Tea
$35pp
•

Complete Automotive Service
BRENT & GLENDON WALKER

(Taxes and gratuities extra)

1955 County Road 17, Milford, ON K0K 2P0

(613) 476-2837

3048 County Road 10, Milford

613.476.0004
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Hicks’
General Store
Milford

613.476.5258
ATM
Ice
Groceries
Gasoline
Newspapers
BBQ Propane Tank Exchange

Hours
Monday to Saturday - 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Interac, Visa & MasterCard Accepted

Printcraft
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The Annual Christmas
House Tour
By Marilyn Lauer

In the early hours of August 8, 2010, a sunny,
sleepy Sunday morning, a wrecking ball swung into
the west wall of the 135 year old Methodist Episco‐
pal Church on Main Street in Picton. The townsfolk
were horrified at this wanton act of destruction of a
prominent downtown icon. Indecision at the munici‐
pal level on the subject of heritage designation and
preservation versus individual property rights em‐
boldened the owner to tear it down. If this iconic
church could go, what heritage building would go
next?
This outrage was the event that galvanized a
few concerned citizens and motivated them to form
a "built heritage committee" in Prince Edward
County, with the express purpose of raising funds to
help restore and preserve our historic buildings. One
of the group’s first fundraising initiatives involved a
self‐guided tour of local homes, all decorated to
celebrate the Christmas season.
That first Christmas House Tour, held in De‐
cember 2010, was an unqualified success. Funds
generated from it and subsequent tours are being
administered by The County Community Founda‐
tion. Now in its third year, this year’s tour will be
held on December 9th from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. It
will offer us a chance to see new and old County
homes all decked out for the holidays, while enjoy‐
ing some Christmas treats ‐ shortbread and cider.
Tickets at $20.00 each will be available soon at
Books & Co., 289 Main St. and at the Royal LePage
office at 104 Main St. in Picton.
Please plan to join us to help preserve our
built heritage, and to get into the Christmas spirit!
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Good Home Needed

I received this message via email and told the
writer I would include an article to inform the commu‐
nity. On second look, her passion speaks for itself so I
have copied her letter below. If you can offer any as‐
sistance, contact information is at the bottom.
Hi Steve,
I'm writing to you with the hope you can help
me. As you may know, South Marysburgh School has
been listed for sale. I attended the site inspection yes‐
terday afternoon hoping to come away with a clearer
vision of what the building can/should be used for. I
feel it is an extremely important part of our commu‐
nity, a pillar for generations. I would like to see it con‐
tinue to be so!
My personal interest in the building is as a
base for my business. The business I love in a building I
love would hardly seem like going to work. Unfortu‐
nately the final bidding date is next Friday, October
5th, at noon. I do not have $259,000 sitting around. I
in no way need the entire building for my small cater‐
ing business. I envision the building filled with local
entrepreneurs, community groups & artists. The gym‐
nasium would be filled with music, rehearsals, fitness
classes, families, and, most importantly, laughter.
First and foremost we need investors, private
and public funding to purchase the building. Next we
need people to fill the building with creativity & life.
We live in an amazing community that I know will
gladly rally together to ensure this building remains a
part of it. I am working on promoting a Facebook
group named, simply, "Let's Buy a School". I believe
the Mirror is the perfect way to reach out to the com‐
munity. There isn't a lot of time to do this. Can you
possibly provide an article in the Mirror? I know it is
last minute & deadlines are looming but the School
Board seems to have expedited the process.
I want to provide as much of a chance for our
community to own this "community" building as possi‐
ble.
Kelly Baverstock
Phone: 613‐920‐1938
Email: ingoodtastebykelly@gmail.com

October at the Bistro
Saturdays
Lunch from 12:00 to 2:30 p.m.

Sundays
Brunch from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
Dinner from 6:00 p.m.

Special Events
Sunday, October 7th
Thanksgiving Dinner from 6:00 p.m.
4 courses for $35 pp

Saturday, October 13th
Burger bar Special from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
All burgers $5.00
(Weather permitting)

Friday, October 19th & 26th
Saturday, October 20th & 27th
‘Oliver!’ Dinners at 5:30 p.m.
4 courses for $35.00 pp
(See separate ad)

Sunday, October 28th
The Bistro’s Season‐Ending Brunch
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
(Prices do not include applicable taxes and gratuities)

Please call us at 613.476.0004 to make
reservations or to enquire about catering
for your next event.

3048 County Road 10, Milford
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The winner of The Bev Walker Prize for a short story written
by an adult. Presented by The South Marysburgh Mirror at
the Milford Fair, September 15, 2012

I Was Once an
Intelligent Man
by David Hall

I was once an intelligent man. I had a mem‐
ory full of names, places and events, number combi‐
nations, literary allusions and other, assorted data. I
find myself losing ground almost daily, losing pieces
of my past as my memory fails to cope, my history
escaping through the fissures of my brain. I embark
on a task, stop partway to remind myself of what I
am doing. I pause to allow my memory to catch up
or I reverse my steps to recapture the image of what
I had set out to do. I put something down and lose
it, sometimes in the very room where I picked it up.
I spend time circling, trying to locate it, becoming
more frustrated as time passes fruitlessly. I forget
names and events, apt words. I have become
enured to raised shoulders and rolled eyes. Initially
angered by this response I am now calm, having ac‐
cepted my loss. Tell me about it and I may remem‐
ber. Cue me.
I drop things for no apparent reason, bowls,
forks, tools, screws. I fumble as my hands fail to
grasp what is at hand, a juggler without a routine. I
have lost part of the hearing in my left ear, the low
range of sounds. I cannot hear someone talking to
me across a table in a noisy restaurant, the sur‐
rounding sound masking close conversation. I feel
helpless and respond with inane answers to unasked
questions or fail to answer at all not realizing a ques‐
tion has been asked, a comment made. I receive, at
first, odd looks then am ignored, as I cannot partici‐
pate and my conversational partner gives up to seek
others who are reading from their common script. I
have developed a reputation as being ‘aloof’ or
‘uncommunicative’ or preferable, I suppose, to
‘deaf’’. I may get a hearing aid, something large and
obvious like a Victorian ear trumpet.
I am 68 without rancor, without railing
against the passing of time. Age holds immeasurable
benefits ‐ history experienced at first hand, children,
loves, regrets, participation in the growth of my be‐
loved country. Life is a series of adjustments, more
noticeable as age advances. (I remember when I
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turned 50. I discovered I had authority. Someone
would ask me to do something, I would say “No” and
they would go away.) Time now has less meaning, I
do not have to be anywhere unless I choose. Days
are measured by the 6:00 a.m. morning news and the
6:00 p.m. evening news. I sometimes lose a day,
never more than one, I think, a consolation I suppose.
Urgency, like stress is self‐induced ‐ or not, lassitude
too easily adopted. I fall easily, balance fails and I fall,
fully and heavily. I cannot save myself once started
whether from the lowest step of a step stool or from
stumbling over rocks, my body relaxes and I crash to
the ground like a tree falling.
I cannot remember more than a few items at
a time and even then my memory is selective, dispa‐
rate groupings. I remembered some birthdays, forget‐
ting others. My sister’s and granddaughter’s occur on
the same day ‐ I remembered one but not the other. I
am accused of being irresponsible and uncaring yet I
simply did not remember and must now bear the ig‐
nominy of censure as well as the burden of memory
loss among other failings. It’s curious that I under‐
stand what is happening but others do not.
I cannot carry out projects to completion
without a disciplined approach, constant attention to
the goal, as my mind wanders to other endeavours
but this is due partly to my normal nature, the effect
of an insatiable curiosity, too many ideas, too many
neat avenues to pursue. It is odd how life’s attributes
often become life’s detriments in old age and I must
learn not to confuse normalcy with dotage. Some of
us were codgers at birth. I embrace age, there is no
other alternative, not starting a new and young fam‐
ily, not vainly trying Canute‐like to hold back the
tides. Immortality is in the memory of progeny not in
a face lift. It is better to share history with a contem‐
porary partner, to grow old together, to look after
each other if and when and to make the most of what
one has than to rewind one’s personal odometer.
I may live another 35 years and develop a
whole new career or shave my head or take up with
gypsies yet I am of that age when death is at least
visible on the horizon, I am no longer twenty and im‐
mortal. Life changes when time becomes measurable
and finite. If I plant a tree will I see it to maturity?
Should I still plant it? Of course I should. Leaving a
contribution for the next generation is what is most
important and death after all is the greatest adven‐
ture.
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Rear-view Mirror
October 1997

Dan Cole & Sons
Milford

Renovations Construction
Repairs
Kitchens Bathrooms Basements
Decks Flooring Tile
Quality workmanship from start to finish.
Completed on time and on budget!
References & portfolio available.

Phone: 613.476.3579

Happy
Thanksgiving!

