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Life In
The Past
Nelson Hicks’ Journals:
November, 1901
Transcribed by Sarah Moran

Look who’s back!
A er an absence of 17 months, Nelson Hicks’
much‐loved diaries are reappearing in The Mirror.
Sarah Moran has volunteered to take over from Vic‐
ki Emlaw the me‐consuming work of transcribing
the original handwri en entries.
Every month for years, Vicki submi ed a
transcrip on that coincided with the month of publi‐
ca on of The South Marysburgh Mirror. Her weekly
submissions of Nelson’s journals shed light on life in
the South Marysburgh community at the beginning
of the 20th century and became a staple of the pa‐
per. But mes and circumstances change, and the
growth and responsibili es associated with Vicki’s
Veggies meant she could no longer devote the me
to Nelson anymore and so handed oﬀ the job to an
enthusias c volunteer in Sarah Moran.
On behalf of the South Marysburgh commu‐
nity, thanks, Vicki, for all your years of work tran‐
scribing Nelson’s words; and thanks to you, Sarah,
for rising to the challenge and taking on the job.
Fri. 1 ‐ Byron and I sawed and drew up some wood. I
am doing housework now while Mirt is on her visit.
Churned today and worked the bu er tonight – had
a nice li le roll. Then I cleaned potatoes for Breakfast in the morning.
Sat. 2 ‐ Byron and I split and piled wood in the wood
house ll noon. A er dinner we went down to Pa’s.
Archie, John and I went out spearing. We were lucky
enough to get two salmon. I speared another but
failed to get him in the boat.
Sun. 3 ‐ I went down to Mr. Spaﬀord a er Mirt. We
came up to the Carman to Quarterly Mee ng and
then went back. I stayed all night.
Mon. 4 ‐ I came up to Pa’s from Mr. Spaﬀord. Started to build the fence around Mr. Collier’s orchard.
Jake was down to Pa’s helping him plough.
Tue. 5 ‐ Byron and I built fence. We had a li le snow
storm in the a ernoon.
Wed. 6 ‐ I finished the fence about all up. We have

had very fine weather. Need rain for ploughing.
Thu. 7 ‐ Mirt and I came up home. Found the house
here and everyone well.
Fri. 8 ‐ I ploughed for Whit all day. It was a lovely
day. A er tea Mirt and I went out to purchase a
stove of Isiah Tubbs, price $1.26c.
Sat. 9 ‐ I husked corn most of the forenoon. A er
dinner Mirt and I went down to Picton. The weather
seems some colder tonight.
Sun. 10 ‐ Mirt and I were down to Tom’s for dinner.
Sidney Ryckman and wife were there. Harry and Jessie came home with us stayed for the evening.
Mon. 11 ‐ Mirt washed. She had a mussy day.
Rained. Mr. Collier and I started to build a corn crib.
Tue. 12 ‐ Rained some in the fore noon. Whit and I
shod the gray colt. A er noon put in the crates.
Wed. 13 ‐ I went out to Isiah Tubbs a er a stove.
A er dinner I helped Tom kill his Hogs. About four
o’clock who should drive up but Nellie Wright and
Maggie Wa am.
Thur. 14 ‐ First snow of the season snowed most all
day. I banked the house. A er dinner Whit and I
went down to the Bay a er the young stock we
stayed to Pa’s all night.
Fri. 15 ‐ Whit and I fitched the stock up. Rather a
nice day the ground covered with snow. Not much
sleighing. Mirt, Nell and Maggie went out to Ida’s.
Got home about 9 o’clock.
Sat. 16 ‐ Whit, Mary and I went down to Picton.
Drove the gray colt down. Roads were good. Pa and
Ma were over.
Sun. 17 ‐ Mirt and I were over to Whit’s for dinner
Mon. 18 ‐ I finished up making my corn crip.
Tue. 19 ‐ I husked corn in the fore noon. A er dinner Mirt and I went down to Picton took Emmet
down eight bushels of potatoes. The roads were fine.
Wed. 20 ‐ I husked corn all day. We are having nice
weather. The ground is froze some. S ll there is a
fine ploughing yet.
Thur. 21 ‐ I spent most of the day husking corn.
Whit and Mr. Collier is ge ng out stakes in the
woods.
Fri. 22 ‐ About finished up husking my corn. I have
in the crib 85 bushels. I got a pig of Whit. It will be 2
months old the 3 of December
(Con nued on page 7)
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Remembering Murray Head
December 2, 1924—October 19, 2013
By Bruce Dowdell

Many of you knew Murray a lot longer than I, and
many of you, unfortunately, didn’t have the chance
to know him at all.
One a ernoon, shortly a er we moved to
Milford in 1998, a so spoken farmer with a kindly
smile came to our store. He introduced himself as
Murray Head and wanted to welcome us to Milford
and make sure that everything was going all right for
us. That was the beginning of our friendship. It was
Murray who introduced me to the ‘County way’.
Murray and Leona were having a problem with their
VCR and asked if I could look at it. No problem,
switch a cable and everything was fine. Murray
wanted to pay me for my me but I declined, so he
disappeared and later returned with a dozen eggs as
payment. Another day, I went down to their farm in
the early a ernoon to get some eggs. Of course they
were sold out. “No problem,” I said, I would come
back the next day in the morning. Later that a ernoon, Murray pulled up in his pick-up truck with a
dozen eggs. He was concerned that Lenie and I
wouldn’t have any eggs for breakfast the next morning. That was Murray, always concerned about the
other person.
Lenie and I had the privilege of videotaping
an interview with Murray and Leona in 2001. Here
are few highlights of his life.
Murray was born at the family farm that his
great, great grandfather bought in 1828, in the

house that was built in 1875. He went to school at
South Bay and to Church at Mt. Tabor in Milford.
Murray said that he was fortunate that he was able
to make friends to the south and to the north of his
home. A er he completed grade 8 and some high
school subjects that were taught at South Bay, he
worked on the family farm. But Murray never
stopped learning and made good use of his Encyclopedia Britannica, as well as reading a wide variety of
books. He taught a young peoples’ class at the back
of the balcony in Mt. Tabor on Sunday mornings.
He married Leona Steenburgh from Cherry
Valley on February 22, 1958, and a er a honeymoon
in New York City they se led down to a successful
career in farming and raising a daughter and son.
They were ac ve members of the Farm Forum, a
group of farmers that would get together to listen to
a radio show on new farming techniques and then
discuss the subject amongst themselves.
Murray was a member of the Dixon Club, a
group of township people that put on three act plays
in the Town Hall and travelled to other townships in
the County to perform.
He joined the Milford Fair Board in 1971 and
was an ac ve member un l his health began to fail
three years ago. He was president in 1980-81, and in
1982 chaired the commi ee for the very successful
Loyalist Bi-Centennial celebra ons in 1984. Murray
was quietly involved in so many other events in our
community that space doesn’t allow me to list them
all.
When the flagpole in front of the shed had to
be replaced several years ago, Murray suggested
pu ng three flag brackets on the front of the shed
instead. When you see those three flags over the
entrance to the shed at next year’s Milford Fair,
think of Murray Head, a farmer and a true gentleman.

South Marysburgh
Agricultural Grants
The Milford Fair Board is excited to oﬀer two agricultural grants for South Marysburgh youths:
Age 10 – 15: $600.00
Age 16 – 21: $600.00
These grants are to encourage agriculture in
South Marysburgh Township, and applicants must
be residents of the Township. Applica on forms are
available at the Milford library, or from Valencia Logan at 613-476-5409 or Bruce Dowdell at
613.476.8891.
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The South Marysburgh
Recrea on Commi ee, including the
Marysburgh Mummers and the Milford Fair

Mee ngs, Events & Announcements
Wii Bowling
Every Thursday un l December 12, 2013
2:00 to 4:00 pm
Milford Town Hall

Fair Board Annual General Mee ng
www.minakersautoparts.ca

WE’VE MOVED!

CANN-WOOD
OPTICAL

Full Selection
of

Wednesday, November 6th
Milford Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Recrea on Commi ee Mee ng
Thursday November 7, 2013
Milford Town Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Games Night
Friday, November 8 & 22
Milford Town Hall from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Marysburgh Mummers
Present Peter Pan
November 29 & 30, and December 6, 7 & 8, 2013
Mt. Tabor Playhouse

Kervan Farm
355-B Morrison Point Road

Tender, Delicious,
Grass-Fed Beef!
NO Hormones

&

NO Steroids

Perfect for the BBQ!

Steaks Sausages Pure Meat Patties

Frames, Sunglasses
Contact Lenses
Eye Exams Arranged
Lab on Premises
NEW ADDRESS
266 Main Street, Picton 476-1655
**Gift Certificates Available**

Copy & Adver sing Deadline
for the Gala December Issue of
The Mirror is November 25th

NEW!
Gluten-free summer sausage made locally
with our own 100% grass-fed beef
Place your order by phone or email and pick
it up at a convenient pre-arranged time!
For more information, please call Marg Kerr at
613.476.4263 or email margkerr@kos.net
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Wanted to Buy

Required: A sewing machine
in perfect running order with
basic features only.
Please contact Carolyn
Barnes at 613.476.5421.

Eve's Pudding
By David Larkin

Heresy: a change from Apple Pie that is
be er and easier to make!
3 medium-size cooking apples
(Granny Smith, Northern Spy, or Gravenstein)
peeled, cored and roughly chopped
65 gms. (2 1/2 oz.) fruit sugar
1/2 tspn. ground cinnamon
Juice and finely grated zest of a lemon
Package of blackberries or 1/2 cup raisins (op onal)
Sponge cake topping
115 gms. (4 oz.) so ened bu er plus extra
for greasing the pan
115 gms. (4 oz.) fruit sugar plus 1 tbsp.
2 large eggs, beaten
1/2 tspn. vanilla extract
125 gms. (4 1/2 oz.) self-rising flour
3 tbsp. flaked almonds (op onal)
Pre-heat the oven to 375°F. Bu er a 1.2 litre
pie plate. Put the apples, sugar, cinnamon, lemon
juice and zest in the pie plate and toss everything
together well. Include the blackberries or raisins if
desired.
Put the bu er in a bowl with the sugar.
Whisk to cream the mixture un l light and fluﬀy.
Gradually add half the beaten eggs, whisking well
between each addi on. Add the vanilla essence,
then half the flour and beat well. Whisk in the rest
of the eggs and fold in the remaining flour un l
smooth.
Spoon the cake ba er on top of the fruit and
spread to sides of the pie plate. Sprinkle with the
remaining tablespoon of sugar and the almonds, if
desired. Bake the pudding in the centre of the oven
for 40-45 minutes un l the sponge has risen and is
golden brown. Serve hot with cream, ice cream or
custard, sprinkle with a li le extra sugar.

Todd Smith, MPP
Prince Edward - Has ngs
#3 - 81 Millennium Parkway, P.O. Box 575
Belleville, Ontario K8N 5B2
Telephone: 613.962.1144
Toll Free: 877.536.6248
Fax: 613.969.6381
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South Bay
U.C.W.
Personal Notices, Announcements
& Random Notes
From Doug Parker, the Chair of ‘Taborfix’:
Upgrades to Mount Tabor Completed
“With the recent comple on of new front
steps and safety railings, as well as the installa on of
new storm windows and much improved ligh ng in
the parking lot, the last of the upgrades to Mount
Tabor have been finished.
When combined with the required fire and
safety improvements put in place last year, Mount
Tabor not only meets, but exceeds, the list of compulsory changes demanded by fire and safety oﬃcials.
Thanks and congratula ons to the many volunteers who generously contributed their me and
money; those who oﬀered items for the auc on; the
organizers who ran several fundraising events; all
the members of the ‘Taborfix’ Commi ee; and to
the Prince Edward County oﬃcials who co-operated
with us.
Once again, the community has risen to the
challenge of preserving an essen al piece of our local iden ty and heritage.”
Happy Thanksgiving!
Although they celebrate it a month too late, Happy
Thanksgiving on November 28th to The Mirror’s
American readers.

Please patronize The Mirror’s advertisers without whom the paper
couldn’t be published.
And tell them you saw their ad!

UCW met at the South Bay United Church hall on
Wednesday, October 9th at 12 noon with a delicious
pot luck lunch.
President Sandra opened the mee ng with a
reading about the house behind the house. We connued with our theme hymn, purpose and Lord ’s
Prayer.
Alice’s devo onal was based on Psalm 46,
verse 10 admonishing us to “Be s ll and know that I
am God.” We need to stop and listen to know that
God is at work amid the noise and clamour of the
world.
Seven members answered roll call with a
ghost story or any good story. Seventeen sick calls
were made.
The September minutes were reviewed, as
was the treasurer’s report.
The ladies who a ended the fall rally at Cherry Valley brought back the following sugges on. Instead of paying membership as we do now, we
would give a monetary dona on for needy women
to buy bedding. Also, Guatemalans make stoves
from cement blocks – cost $225.00 - instead of
building fires in the middle of the floor.
We filled in the rest of the 2013 schedule,
dedicated our collec on and closed with our UCW
prayer.
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LIBRARY NEWS
By Christine Renaud

Library News & Recommenda ons
The first mee ng of “The Empty Nesters” headed by
Valencia Logan, took place last month at the Milford
branch and the group has decided that they will connue to meet every two weeks on Tuesdays un l
early December.
Anyone who has children who have le
home and now find themselves with “an empty
nest”, or anyone who is on their own and looking for
a social group, is welcome. If you would like to
a end the upcoming mee ngs on Tuesday, November 5th, 19th and December 3rd at 7:00 p.m., please
contact Valencia at 613-476- 5409.
The intermediate French Club at the branch
con nues to meet each Tuesday from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. and new members are welcome. Addi onally, the French for Families, which is for young people who have either been in French Immersion or
have a degree of fluency, con nues to meet for the
next 6 weeks, also on Tuesdays, from 4:00 p.m. to
4:45 p.m. For more informa on on either of these,
please contact me at 613-476-5962 or e-mail:
crenaud@peclibrary.org
We are also looking at oﬀering a monthly
TED Talk video screening followed by discussion.
TED Talks are presenta ons on a wide variety of topics under the slogan "ideas worth spreading". We
have been screening these 15 to 25-minute presenta ons in Picton and people are very much enjoying
them. If you are interested in our oﬀering this at the
branch, please contact me.
Now on to books. Have you taken a book out
of the library lately? With the busy summer me behind us, and cold weather arriving, this is the perfect
me to curl up with a good book, so do drop by and
browse. In addi on to many new tles added each
week to the collec on, there are also some gems
si ng on the shelves just wai ng for you.
We are o en asked for recommenda ons at
the library so I thought that I would oﬀer some of
mine. These are not new tles, but ones that I feel
s ll pass the test of me. If none of these appeal to
you, remember you can always ask any staﬀ member for a recommenda on when you’re in the
branch.
In fic on, I recommend anything by Rohinton
Mistry. He’s not prolific, so there are only a few tles available, but they are excep onal. Book of Ne‐
groes by Lawrence Hill is an unforge able story, and

I would recommend anything by Joseph Boyden. His
first novel, Three Day Road, the story of two young
Cree men who were snipers in WWI, won the 2005
Governor General’s Award. Bloodle ng and Miracu‐
lous Cures by Vincent Lam was a good read and
while I like The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid
Suns by Khaled Hosseini, I would say his latest, And
the Mountains Echoed, is the best of the three.
If you like mysteries, The Tenderness
of Wolves is a complex murder mystery set in 1860's
Ontario by Stef Penny. I found it hard to put down.
As an aside, the author is an agoraphobic and the
grandniece of Norman Bethune.
Everyone I know who read The Guernsey Lit‐
erary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaﬀer and Annie Barrows loved it. It’s light, but not
fluﬀ. Likely you’ll want to go to the isle of Guernsey
a er reading it. Richard Wright’s Clara Callan is an
excellent book, as is The Many Lives and Secret Sor‐
rows of Josephine B., one in a trilogy of historical ficon by Sandra Gulland.
I liked The Glass Castle by Jeane e Walls,
(which is supposedly non-fic on, but I'm somewhat
scep cal about memoirs) and, along the same lines
of dysfunc onal family tales, Lullabies for Li le Crim‐
inals by Heather O'Neill.
Lastly, DeNiro's Game by Rawi Hage and The
Courilof Aﬀair by Irene Némirovsky (who wrote the
well known La Suite Française) were both favourites
from a few year’s ago.
If you would like more recommended tles
or full book reviews in future Mirror columns,
please let me know. And if you have any tles to
recommend, pass them along and I will include
them in next month’s column.
Please Note: As fall is here, we are returning
to fall hours and we will not be open evenings in the
rural branches as of Nov. 4th.
Happy reading!

Library Fall/Winter Hours
Tuesday
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. NEW
Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Friday
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Open certain evenings for special
events and club mee ngs

Copy & Adver sing Deadline
for the Gala December
Issue of The Mirror is
November 25th
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(‘Life in the Past’ con nued from page 1)

Sat. 23 ‐ Whit and I went down to Picton drove Flora
and the High flyer. She capered nicely all the way
down and back. George Lewis and Florance were
over to Picton. Came out here and stayed all night.
Sun. 24 ‐ Rained all day. George Lewis and Florance
went home in the fore noon.
Mon. 25 ‐ Snowed all day. I worked up in the Black
Smith shop most of the day.
Tue. 26. Very good sleighing. Whit took a couple of
loads of logs out to Bloomfield with the sleigh. Dan
were out for the evening.
Wed. 27 ‐ I went out Dan’s and helped him kill his
hog. We have had a few days very cold weather and
today has been a snuﬀer. Whit and I se led up our
a/c for work and the Bloomfield factory.
Thur. 28 ‐ Mirt and I went down to the Bay. We
stopped to Pa’s ll a er dinner then went down to
Mr. Spaﬀord and so on to the Tea mee ng at the
Union and had a fine me.
Fri. 29 ‐ I le my buggy at Mr. Spaﬀord and Mirt and
I came home with the cu er. Very good sleighing.
Sat. 30 ‐ I helped Whit draw in his stock. It has been
a lovely day. Watch Mr. Collier’s dog come over and
eat one of Mirt’s pies. She was very much up out at
the bold chap.

Thank you for another success‐
ful season! We look forward to
seeing you in the spring.
Please call for Christmas gift
certificates or any special
requests.
‐Diane Walker

613.476.1118

1955 County Road 17

FIND YOUR “GOLDEN” PLACE
Inventory
of
Hidden Gems!!

I’ll get you
there!!

Discrete Inquiries
William Rorabeck, Broker
Cell: 613-848-0823
william.rorabeck@century21.ca

Pat’s Playhouse

Speaking Up for Wildlife Rights &
Protecting Habitat and Fly Zones
Their rights, our responsibility

Hand Made

Scarves-Mitts-Socks-Hats
Toys-Baby & Lap Quilts-Receiving Blankets
Books & Mailboxes

Please visit us at www.pointtopointpec.ca
or telephone Richard Copple at 613-476-8074
for more information

Please patronize The Mirror’s
advertisers without whom the paper couldn’t be published. And tell them you saw their ad!

NEW!

Ready-made or custom-made gift baskets,
and a variety of local organic fruit jams are
now available for the holiday season.
Pat York, 113 Morrison Pt. Rd. 613.476.6929

Follow me at Pat’s Playhouse on Facebook!
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The South Marysburgh
Recreation Committee
is sponsoring a

Games Night
Friday, November 8 & 22
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Milford Town Hall

Table Tennis - Wii Bowling or Golf Crocinole - Cribbage - Trivial Pursuit
(or bring your own favorite game)

We will start again in January on the
second and fourth Friday of the month.

Milford Friendship Circle
Monica Alyea hosted the Circle mee ng on Thursday, October 3rd at 1:30 p.m.
President Margaret opened with this bit of
wisdom: Something in the very roundness of the
world suggests that every journey is always to be
con nued.
Monica’s Thought for the Day was a poem
en tled ‘Autumn’.
The September minutes were read and approved.
Five members answered roll call by bringing
goodies to be sold to enlarge our coﬀers. Treasurer
Wilma informed us of our ‘riches’.
Monica’s program enlightened us about urban agriculture in Africa. She par cularly told of one
woman who helps several others provide a be er
living for their families. Monica was so impressed
with what they accomplish, she has made it her goal
to support them as much as she can.
Margaret closed the mee ng with a kitchen
p: put a co on ball with vanilla on it to stop odours
in the fridge.
We all enjoyed a delicious brunch served by
our hostess who was thanked on behalf of the ladies
by Mary.
Upcoming Friendship Circle and U.C.W. Events
Thursday, November 7th – Milford Friendship Circle
will meet at the home of Mary Creasy at 1:30 p.m.
Mary has Thought for the Day. Roll Call—a short,
interes ng excerpt from a book or otherwise; Program—Brenda Minaker.
Wednesday, November 13th - U.C.W. will meet at
1:30 p.m at South Bay United Church hall. Devo onal – Joyce Minaker; Roll Call – show and tell; Program – Karen Guernsey; Lunch—Nora Parker and
carol Branscombe; Objec ve—food bank items.

Bed & Breakfast/Guesthouse

Open Year Round
965 County Road 13
Milford, Ontario K0K 2P0

613.476.6041 or 613.471.0429
www.swingategardens.com
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The Milford Fair Canoe Race
By George Emlaw

The finale of the 2013 Milford Fair was again the
tradi onal canoe race. The route has been much the
same since the race’s incep on in the early 1970's:
star ng from the bridge; circling around the floa ng
ra at the swimming beach; portaging "GT" island;
and returning to finish at the bridge.
For a brief period of me in the 1980s, a
much more ambi ous route was followed (although
not aﬃliated with the Milford Fair). Star ng from
the west end of the pond at the Sco 's Mill bridge,
canoeists paddled east, portaged the island, con nued back to the Milford bridge, portaged down
County Road 10 to the Black Creek and paddled
down the Black Creek to the Cheese Factory, where
much welcomed food and drink were available. I
wonder how many entries this route would a ract
today. Around that me, another even more challenging route was devised. Beginning at the Cheese
Factory, entrants had to paddle upstream and
against the prevailing west winds to Milford where
they were required to portage their canoe uphill
from the Black Creek to the finish at the Town Hall.
But back to more recent mes. For approximatly 20 years prior to 2012, Randy York & Walter
Miller were perennial winners un l defeated by
Robin & Dave (--?--) with a speedy me of 3 minutes
and 6 seconds in a race with an impressive 10 canoes entered. In the 2013 event, Walter and his other brother, Tim, reasserted local dominance with a
me of 3 minutes, 25 seconds over three other entries with a very smooth portage en route.
Over the years, there have been many local entries, some of whom were repeat winners.
Among the ‘repeaters’ were Paul Minaker, Brian
McCormick, and Lee Miller. Please excuse the omissions of others who may also have been in this category. With coopera ve weather, and lots of canoes
available, hopes are high for more exci ng races in
the future.

Hicks’
General Store
Milford

613.476.5258
Ice
ATM
Groceries
Newspapers
BBQ Propane Tank Exchange

Hours
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Closed Wednesdays and Thursdays

Interac, Visa & MasterCard Accepted
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Enemies
By George Underhill

I don’t know if you have enemies or not. I don’t
think I do. There are undoubtedly many people who
don’t like me, but there can‘t be many who hate
me. S ll, there appear to be many people who do
have enemies. “Haters go a hate” is a saying many
ascribe to, and there have been several studies on
this subject concluding that the expression is essenally true.
A German poet, Heinrich Heine (1797 - 1856)
says, “Before they are dead, I shall forgive my enemies all the wrongs they did me in my life me. One
must forgive one’s enemies…but not before they
are hanged.” It’s hard for me to believe that a poet,
of all things, would accumulate enough enemies to
wish them all hanged, but then again Heinrich lived
in a savage me. I can understand a millionaire businessman, poli cian, or a soldier having enemies, but
a poet?
Another guy says, “When I’m down, I whistle. It makes my neighbour’s dog run to the end of
its chain and choke itself.” He perceives the dog as
his enemy, but feels that hanging is too s ﬀ a penalty for simply barking. Maybe the dog owner feels
that, because of his darned whistling, his neighbour
is an enemy.
There’s a big diﬀerence between being annoyed or angry, and thinking someone is your enemy. You can be angry at a fellow bus passenger or
someone who cuts in on a grocery line, but these
people are not your enemy. Oscar Wilde said,
“Always forgive your enemies, nothing annoys them
so much.” Here’s another guy, not a poet but a writer, who feels he has enemies. If Oscar is correct, the
best way to even the score with rude people is to
smile and forgive them. Not very sa sfying, though.
On second thought, I do have enemies. All
things mechanical are my enemy. Just in the past
week, my boat has refused to start. I thought the
ba ery was dead, but it was not, so it’s been towed
away to be repaired. My lawn tractor suﬀers from
the same malady. I thought the ba ery was dead,
charged it up, had it tested, but it is not the ba ery.
It’s something else and the tractor had to be removed. Mechanical things do not like me, and go to
extreme ends to make it apparent. Thus, I conclude
they are my enemy and I curse them. Maybe it’s
something in the GMA (Greater Milford Area) that
sucks the juice from ba eries, cellphones, interferes
with satellite signals, stops engines from working,
freezes up your computer, and so on.
Through my childhood, my older brother

was my enemy. He would cuﬀ me around and ta le
on me. For much of my youth, we shared the same
bed. On more than one occasion, I woke up in the
night and pasted him a good one on the nose, causing blood to flow copiously. I warned him this would
con nue unless he laid oﬀ me. He squealed to my
parents of course, but I claimed I must have struck
him in my sleep. My parents ul mately bought twin
beds for us, so this method of retribu on had to
stop. He con nued his wanton behavior towards
me, and I was never able to come up with a new
method of retribu on. My brother is not my enemy
now because he lives in Arizona and is pushing
eighty and we hardly ever see one another.
I don’t think it pays to have or create enemies, except maybe your brother.

Copies of The South Marysburgh
Mirror are distributed at the
beginning of each month to
Books and Company, Scott’s
Store and Thorne’s Variety in
Picton; the Black River Cheese
Company and to all public
libraries and elsewhere in
Prince Edward County.

Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping
Stump Grinding
Cabling & Bracing
Tree Trimming & Removal
Glenn Guernsey

613.476.3757
Fully Insured
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Druella Acantha Malvina’s Column
Gem for the month: Biscuits and sermons are improved by shortening.
On a Sunday morning, a mother knocks on
her son’s bedroom door and tells him it’s me to get
up and go to church.
“I’m not going to church this morning,” the
son says.
“You have to get up and go to church,” says
his mother.
“No, I’m not,” says the son.
“Yes, you are,” says the mother.
“No, I’m not. They don’t like me and I don’t
like them,” says the son. “Tell me two good reasons
why I have to go.”
“Number one, you’re 55-years-old and, number two, you’re the minister.”
How the Government Works
Once upon a me, the government had a
vast scrap yard in the middle of the desert. The senate said, “Someone may steal from it at night.” So
they created a night watchman posi on and hired a
person for the job.
Then the senate said, “How does the watchman do his job without instruc ons?” So they created a planning department and hired two people,
one to write the instruc ons and one to do me
studies.
Then the senate said, “How will we know the
night watchman is doing the tasks correctly?” So
they created a Quality Control Department and
hired two people, one to do the studies and one to
write the reports.
Then the senate said, “How are these people
going to get paid?” So they created the following
posi ons: a me keeper and a payroll oﬃcer, then
hired two people.
Then the senate said, “Who will be accountable for all these people?” So they created an administra on sec on and hired three people, an Administra ve Oﬃcer, an Assistant Administra ve Oﬃcer
and a Legal Secretary.
Then the senate said, “We have had this opera ng for one year and we are $18,000 over budget. We must cut back overall cost.”
So they laid oﬀ the night watchman.
A bum asked me, “Give me $10.00 ll payday?”
I asked, “When’s payday?”
He said, “I don’t know. You’re the one who is
working.”

More of the Wonderful English Language…
 A bass was painted on the head of the bass
drum.
 When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
 I did not object to the object.
 The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
 There was a row among the oarsmen about how
to row.
 They were too close to the door to close it.
 The buck does funny things when the does are
present.
Exit Lines:
Men are from earth. Women are from earth. Deal
with it.
There is always one more imbecile than you counted on.

The South Marysburgh Mirror is available
in colour on‐line at:
www.southmarysburghmirror.com
Email us at:
themirror@kos.net
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Christmas Open House
at Valleypine Farm
Saturday & Sunday, November 23rd & 24th
From 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Christmas baking & jams
Fresh-milled flours
Blank note cards
Framed pictures
Oil paintings
Hand-made soaps,
ornaments, afghans,
baby knits & more!
847 County Road 13

November at The Bistro
Open for dinner on Fridays & Saturdays
Dinner Seatings at 6:00, 7:00 & 8:00 p.m.

Have your Christmas
party at The Bistro!

(at County Road 16, near the Black River Cheese Factory)

Make reservations now for private
parties for the Holiday Season.

Copy & Adver sing Deadline for the
Gala December Issue of The Mirror is
November 25th

‘County Bounty’
Gift Baskets

ST. PHILIP’S A.C.W.
CHRISTMAS TEA
& BAZAAR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9th
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH HALL
MILFORD

Tea, Sandwiches & Sweets
$5.00 per person
Baked Goods, Crafts, Decorations,
Preserves, Jewellery & Gently-Used
Treasures

Pre‐order & customize a Milford Bistro
Holiday Gift Basket! Choose from a selection
of Bistro‐made preserves, Black River
Cheese, gift certi icates and local wines.
Give the ‘Best of the County’ this Christmas!

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Enjoy a ive‐course dinner, Champagne
at midnight and live music for
$100 per person. Have dinner in
Doc’s Gallery and dance the night away
in the Bistro!

milfordbistro.com for details
For reserva ons call 613 476-0004 or email
reserva ons@milfordbistro.com

The Milford Bistro & Gallery
3048 County Road 10
Milford, Ontario
613.476.0004

